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No Geneticaly Modified Organisms (GMOs) in our fields—GMO Free Region in Romania

The Nationd Federation of Organic Fames (FNAE) and the Information Centre on GMOs
(INfFOMG — Romania) announce the declaration of the firda GMO Free Region in Romania. A number of 26
locdities from the Bidtrita Nasaud county, declared themselves as GMO Free Zones.

The 26 locdities that are now declared as GMO Free Zones are - 2 dties Nasaud, Sangeorz-Bai and
24 de communes  Chiochis, Chiuza, Cosbuc, Dumitra, Feldru, Ilva-Mare, Ilva — Mica, Lesu, Lunca — llve,
Maieru, Magura — Ilvei, Nimigea, Nuseni, Parva, Poiana llvel, Rebra, Rebrisoara, Rodna, Romuli, Runcu
Slvel, Salva, Sant, Telciu, Zagra. All of them are pat of the Associdion for the Environmental Protection
and the Preservation of Watter Resources Pro Somes.

The GMO Free Zones dedaraion represents the officda commitment of locd authorities, to the

extent of their legd and organizationd powers, to cultivate no GMOs on ther land.
Also, the locd authorities are asking the rdevant nationd and regiond paliticansto make sure that no GM
plant is / will be cultivated this year and in the future in the entire country and to ensure them that the rights
of the famers who want to produce GM-free crops ae in future legdly protected and that dl suitable
measures are employed in order to avoid any GM contamingtion of their land and harvest.

According to the Minigery of Agriculture, in 2005 Romania regisered 87.600 ha of commercdd GM
sy from a totd of 130.000 ha sowed with soy. This makes Romania to be consdered the larges GMO
cultivator in Europe.

The “GMO Free Romanid project is funded by the Grassoots Foundation, Germany. The god of
the project is to meke the locd authorities avare of the risks posed by GMOs to convince them to take
practicdl messures to protect their regions in the new context of coexisence and to Sart the public debate on
the GMO issue in our country.

At the present, in Europe there are 162 de Regions and 4500 ZonesMunicipditaties declared as
GMO Free The countries which promoted this concept are Audria, Belgiun, Cyprus, Finland, France
g%rflrmmy, Greece, Hungary, Irdand, Itdy, Poland, Portugd, Sovakia, Sovenia, Span, UK and the lig goes

GMOs — an extreme controversed issue in the entire world, raise numerous questions concerning the
impact on the human hedth, biodiversty, famers, legidation ec. In Romania, coutry that is deding now
with lots of dificulies on agriculture and environmentd protection, especidly due to the future EU
adheson, the population is poorly informed on the risks, the regulaion a nationd and european levd, the
reactions and initiatives of the european communities regarding the cultivation and consumption of GMOs.

! hitp://www.gmofree-europe.org/

http://www.are-regions-europe.org/ GMO.html



“It is vitd to make sure that the products that we consume and the plants that are cultivated do not
present any kind of risks. If GMOs are rasng serious hedth and environment safety issues, then we have to
wait for much desper independent sudies, degp enough to answer absolutly dl questions. In only 10 years
the GMOs reached to be cultivated on the entire planet. Why dl this hurry? This st of GMO Free
dedaations is the fird det sent from locad level to the nationd authorities to sop the cultivation and the
comerddizaion of GMOsin Romania.” declares Grigore Bindeg, director of Pro Somes Assodiation.

“The will of the European comunities is very srong agangt GMOs. You can see that dmogt entire
EU is a laage GMO Free Zone. The same phenomenon is expected to hgppen in the non EU countries. We
choosed to dat this project in BidritaNasaud county, North of Romania, due to the big numer of
traditiond varigties which need immediate consarvaion and protection especidly in the light of future
authorization for commercid releese in Romania of GM maize vaieties This firs GMO Fee Region in
Romania prooves that the locd authorities are aware of the issue and they are adle to take a stand in front of
a gtuation where the economic interests are consdered to be more important then the consumer protection
and fames rights” affirms Dan Craoveanu, the GMO Campagn Coordingtor from the pat of the
Nationa Federation of Organic Farmers.

Images, other documents and maps can be found at www.gmo.ro/gmo-free .
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